Choriogonadotropin and immunity: a reevaluation.
The immunosuppressive activity of hCG preparations has been analyzed by a variety of laboratories using different techniques over the years. Generally, the immunosuppressive effects of hCG preparations in vitro are attributable to contaminants, not the hCG molecule. In contrast, recent data clearly demonstrate the immunosuppressive activity of highly purified hCG and recombinant hCG preparations in a murine delayed-type hypersensitivity model in vivo. The fact that purified hCG manifests no immunosuppressive activity in castrate mice suggests that the hCG molecule induces the immunosuppression in vivo indirectly through the gonad.